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Women’s History Month Celebrates
Women of Character, Courage, Commitment

With the swift stroke of a pen, then-President Harry Truman signed into law the Women’s Armed Services Integration Act
authorizingwomen to serve as regularmembers of the armed services. When the newly formed U.S. Air Force began
acceptingwomen onJuly 8, 1948, Esther McGowan Blake was the firstto raise herhandto enlist.

Blake had already served hercountryin the Army during World War Il, after the War Departmentinformed herthat one of
hertwo sons had beenshotdown overBelgium pilotingaB-17 Flying Fortress. Heryoungerson, aB-25 Mitchell bomber
pilot would lateralso be shotdown and missingin action. By the end of the war, both sons had survived theiractions.

Blake’s transfer from the Women’s Army Corpsinto the Women in the Air Force marked heras the first of the first, and she
would goon to earn herhonors as the first lady of the Air Force.

Thisyear’s national theme for Women’s History Month, “Celebrating women of character, courage and commitment” shows
that, overthe past 66 years, women have made huge stridesinto acceptance as justanother Airman.

To demonstrate that message, women Airmen from various units at Fairchild Air Force Base in Washington state formed and
conducted an all-femalerefueling mission to celebrate this year’s theme. “I believeitisimportant to celebrate women’s
history month to emphasize positive role models and to show there are many opportunities out there forgirls and young
women,” said Maj. Gena Fedoruk, chief of operations forthe 92nd Operations Support Squadron.

Across the country, at SeymourJohnson AFBin North Carolina, is an example of how one Airman stood out, not only
because of hergender, butfor what she represented.

Senior Airman Amber Coley becameaninstant Air Force standout as one of seven females out of 260 Airmen selected for
the U.S. Air Force Honor Guard, and the only female selected for the prestigious colorflight. During official ceremonies she

» TRENDING...

“Getting this right for people is our number one goal,” said Secretary of the Air Force Deborah Lee James in
announcing placing greater emphasis on training and field operations, and less emphasis on testing, in
determining ICBM crew readiness in the aftermath of the discovery of deliberate violations of safety rules, faiures
of inspections, breakdowns in training, and evidence that the men and women who operate the missies from
underground command posts are suffering burnout at Malmstrom AFB, Montana.



https://www.census.gov/newsroom/releases/archives/facts_for_features_special_editions/cb14-ff05.html
http://www.af.mil/AboutUs/AirForceSeniorLeaders/SECAF.aspx
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» CURRENT ISSUES

»THIS WEEK IN AIR FORCE HISTORY

March 27, 1916 —Pilots with the 1st Aero Squadron aircraft started
carrying mail and dispatches for the Mexican Punitive Expedition.

March 28, 1935 - Dr. Robert Goddard launched the first rocket with
gyroscopic controls to a height of 4,800 feet and a distance of 13,000
feet. It reached 550 mph.

March 29, 1923 - At Dayton, Ohio, three Fédération Aéronautique
Internationale records were established. First, Lt. A. Pearson flew a
Vervile Sperry R-3 at 167.77 mph more than 500 kiometers. Next,
leutenants Harold R. Harris and Ralph Lockwood flew a DH-4L with a
Liberty 400 HP engine at 127.42 mph for the 1,000-kiometer (620-
mile) record. Third, Lt. Russell L. Maughan flew a Curtiss R-6 at
236.587 mph for a record over a straightaway course.

March 30, 1963 - Strategic Air Command accepted its first Titan 11
launch facility, which was at Davis-Monthan AFB, Ariz.

March 31, 1951 - The 3rd Air Rescue Squadron used the H-19 to
retrieve 18 UN personnel from behind enemy lines. This was the first
use of this type helicopter in a special operations mission.

April 1, 1942 - Air Corps Proving Ground became Proving Ground
Command with its main base at Egin Field, Fla.

April 2, 1959 - NASA selected Air Force captains L. Gordon Cooper,
Jr., Virgil 1. “Gus” Grissom, and Donald K. “Deke” Slayton; Navy k.
cmdrs Walter M. Shirra, Jr., and Alan B. Shepard, Jr., and Lt. M. Scott
Carpenter; and Marine Lt. Col. John H. Glenn, Jr., as the Project
Mercury astronauts.

New tool provides Offutt maintainers with just the right blend

Maintenance professionals in the 55 Wing, the largest wing in Air Combat Command, will realize significant time and
monetary savings of “hundreds of thousands of dollars” per repair by using a newly purchased Wolf Blending Scope in

the on-base maintenance facility.

ROA cancels R-Games

Scheduling conflicts have caused the cancellation of the Reserve Officers Association’s R-Games competition, originally
scheduled for April 26. Registration refunds will be provided.

»FAMILY HEALTH AND SAFETY

TRICARE.mil named best government and public sector website

Sitecore, a global leader in customer experience management software, recognizes excellence in the delivery of
effective, meaningful digital experiences across 23 categories, including two new website features that empower
beneficiaries to make decisions and manage benefits online.

Air Force's secure healthcare messaging, MiCare, now fully implemented

MiCare, the Air Force’s secure healthcare-messaging system, is fully functional, and 360,000 Air Force healthcare
beneficiaries and 2,300 providers can communicate on a secure network regarding non-urgent healthcare concerns.

For more information on Air Force heritage, visit
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