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| AM AN AMERICAN AIRMAN.
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SECURITY RESPONSE TEAM LEADER
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Army Special Forces Operational Detachment Alpha
COMBAT CONTROLLER

| AM A WARRIOR.
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| HAVE ANSWERED MY NATION’S CALL.
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205thReg|onal Corps Adwsory Com mand
STAFF NURSE ANESTHETIST
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EXPLOSIVE ORDNANCE DISPOSAL

| AM AN AMERICAN AIRMAN.




: houn

boldness or determination in facing
great danger, especially in battle;
heroic courage; bravery
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| AM FAITHFUL TO A PROUD HERITAGE,
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A TRADITION OF HONOR,
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732" Exped|t|onary Secumty Forces Squadron
PATROL LEADER
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ERIC HOLT
1t Special Operations

Critical Care Evacuation Team
ANESTHESIOLOGIST
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AND A LEGACY OF VALOR.




: houn

1. honesty, fairness, or integrity in one’s
beliefs and actions.
2. a source of credit or distinction.
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205" Regional Police Adviory Command - South
AEROSPACE MEDICAL TECHNICIAN
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GUARDIAN OF FREEDOM AND JUSTICE,
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732" Expeditionary Security Frces
SECURITY FORCES SPECIALIST

Technical Sergeant James Howard was a Police Transition Team squad leader in Irag. During
his third week of a year-long deployment, he had already performed more than 20 combat
patrols on the day his sister squad struck an improvised explosive device.

Sergeant Howard instinctively directed his 18-member team out of the kill zone. He jumped
into action, rendering combat medical aid to three Airmen wounded in the attack. After
stabilizing the wounded Airmen, he began establishing a security cordon. Sergeant Howard
sprinted from building to building, shouting instructions to his team members to “take cover”
and “hold the line” in an effort to prevent further injuries to the hundreds of Iragi civilians and
coalition forces operating in the area. Once the cordon was established and the perimeter
secure, he directed the team to evacuate more than 70 civilians within the cordon where fire
from the blast was producing toxic fumes.

Two months later, Sergeant Howard was tasked with leading a combined team to collect
intelligence and evidence in a case involving the murder of several Iraqgi civilians. Joint
intelligence warned that insurgents were continuing to terrorize and destabilize the district by
killing local residents. His human intelligence-gathering efforts yielded more than 300 pieces
of evidence; with his investigative skills proving crucial in the arrest of three murder suspects
and the prosecution and conviction of two confirmed insurgents. Sergeant Howard's ability
to lead tactical teams in an uncertain and fluid combat environment was renowned within the
Coalition community.

Iragi policemen who worked with him still ask newly-assigned security forces personnel,
24 “When is Sergeant Howard coming back?”




MY NATION’S SWORD AND SHIELD,
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15t Cary Division
COMBAT CAMERA
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Task Force 373, 3rd Ranger Battalion
SECURITY FORCES SPECIALIST

ITS SENTRY AND AVENGER.




noun

. profound dedication; consecration.
. earnest attachment to a cause, person, etc.
. an assignment to any purpose or cause.
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ZACHARY RHYNER R ¢

21t Special Tactics Squadron A NINT
COMBAT CONTROLLER - )

Then-Senior Airman Zachary Rhyner, a combat controller, was deployed to Afghanistan,
supporting Special Forces and Afghani Commando units. In April ‘08, during a 6 "2-hour air-
assault raid to capture high-level terrorists, his team was attacked in a complex ambush.

His 10-man element climbed a near-vertical, 60-foot cliff to reach the mountain top objective,
while sniper, machine-gun and rocket-propelled grenade fire poured down. Within 15 minutes,
enemy forces killed one and wounded three teammates, including Sergeant Rhyner. They
were pinned down. Insurgent forces on the high ground maneuvered 40 feet from the team.
With disregard for his own life, and while his left leg was being treated for a gunshot wound,
Sergeant Rhyner directed and controlled more than 50 “danger-close” air strikes and strafing
runs against an estimated 200 well-trained insurgent forces. The strafing runs were within
100 to 200 meters, hammering the enemy forces with cannon fire, Hellfire rockets, 500-pound
bombs, and a 2,000-pound bomb. The blasts showered the team with dirt and debris, but
ultimately killed the enemy.

Sergeant Rhyner repeatedly risked his life by placing himself between enemy forces and
wounded soldiers. Even while he was lowered by rope from the cliff, Sergeant Rhyner continued
to direct fire from aircraft overhead. Additionally, he fired more than 100 rounds from his M-4
rifle to deter the enemy’s advance and protect his team. His selfless actions saved the lives of
the entire team, eliminated 40 insurgents and injured another 100.

For his actions, Sergeant Rhyner received the Air Force Cross and the Purple Heart.
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WINGMEN, LEADER, WARRIOR. 'y
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§ KERRY THOMPSON -+ BLECK

755" Air Expeditionary Group,
382" Military Police Detachment
SECURITY FORCES K9

Technical Sergeant Kerry Thompson and Military Working Dog (MWD] Bleck proved invaluable
on three separate occasions while deployed to Afghanistan.

After completing a mission, the Task Force Eagle Division came under fire from 107mm
rockets. The first two rockets targeted the building where MWD Bleck was kenneled. Realizing
this, Sergeant Thompson maneuvered through the impact zone and retrieved Bleck without
concern for his own safety. Subsequently, a rocket flew overhead impacting a barrier near
him. Sergeant Thompson protected Bleck as two more rockets impacted within 30 meters of
the team, pelting them with shrapnel, fragmentation and debris. Sergeant Thompson’s actions
saved the life of MWD Bleck, which later proved invaluable.

While providing explosive detection support to Task Force Crazy Horse, the group learned
insurgents were setting up improvised explosive devices (IED) on commonly-trafficked roads.
Sergeant Thompson alerted his commander and took immediate action. He and Bleck cleared
more than three miles of roads, detecting two previously missed IEDs and ensuring a safe
travel route.

Upon returning from Joint patrol duty, Sergeant Thompson’'s convoy was ambushed with
combined IED, small-arms, mortar-fire, damaging his vehicle. He took cover and returned
fire. Realizing the convoy was still in the kill zone and there may be additional IEDs, Sergeant
Thompson and Bleck moved south by foot, exposing themselves to enemy fire. They detected
the location of two additional IEDs, marking them and communicating their locations, which
enabled the convoy to safely move out of the kill zone without any loss of life.

Sergeant Thompson was awarded the Air Force Commendation Medal with Valor, Air Force
Combat Action Medal and Army Combat Action Badge.
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755th Alr Epdltlonary Group
Operating Location - Bravo
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AND | WILL NOT FAIL.




Portraits in Courage is designed and produced by

AIR FORCE GRAPHICS: HAF/IMMG

For information regarding Portraits in Courage contact
the SecAF and CSAF Executive Action Group at
DSN: 227.5540 | Commercial: 703.697.5540

Note: Many of the Airmen, featured in this publication, are wearing the Army
Combat Uniform (ACU). All are in compliance with USAFCENT uniform policy. The
Air Force will soon transition to the Airman Battle System-Ground uniform which
will provide enhanced force protection for Airmen serving in contingency operations
and negate the requirement to wear the ACU.
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