Leading the attack,
aiming to improve pilots

by Master Sgt. Chuck Roberts
photos by Master Sgt. Scott Wagers

rom the confines of his armchair, he has
P the capability to strike down anyone
entering his domain of more than
67,000 square miles.
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Defeated survivors, armed with the world’s
most sophisticated weaponry, make their way to
the confines of his dimly lit office. When they
come face to face, a look of surprise emerges,
and they ask, “Are you the Godfather? Wow, I
didn’t know you could do that.”

Mike Lawrence, a retired chief master ser-
geant, acknowledges his title and sits down with
young pilots to show them where they may have
gone wrong on the range.

That’s the best thing about being a Godfather.
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“It’s that direct link between me and that pilot
who’s going to put his life on the line some day,’
he said of his role as a range control technician
with the 353rd Combat Training Squadron at Ei-
elson Air Force Base, Alaska.

He’s one of five range control technicians who
share the ‘Godfather’ moniker that describes
their role when pilots go to Eielson’s Pacific
Alaska Range Complex to sharpen their ground
attack skills and electronic warfare and defen-
sive countermeasure training.
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The Godfather is in charge of manned and un-
manned integrated air defense systems scattered
about the training range the size of Washington
state. Some of the sites are so remote that Air-
men and technicians require helicopter airlift.
But the sites aren’t beyond the reach of the God-
father.

All knowing
“The Godfather knows everything. He controls
everything,” Mr. Lawrence said with a smile.
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Mike Law-
rence (left),
plays “God-
father” as

he passes
updated scenario
information fo
the electronic
warfare threat
operators by
phone while
Robert Lowe
(seated) and
Ken Gallagher
discuss upcom-
ing electronic
warfare missions
at the TAC-90
radar display.






