C-17 crew uses combat offload to deliver materials to warzone
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Bf22/2003 - TARIN KOWT, Afghanislan — A C-17 Globemaster Il crew
from the &16th Expedtienary Alrift Squadron used a combat offfoad
procedure here June 20 to defiver materials that wit be used to help A patletis combal cftHloaded from a C-17
defend the local popuiation. Globemaster il June 20, 2008, a1 Tarin Kowt
Alfield, Afghanistan. The 816t Expeditionary
This was the first tme in many years that tha combat offoad precedure Al Sauadren is the first unit fo conduct 2
was usedin Afghanistan by a C-17. combat offfoad in theater, (U.S. Air Force pholo by
Staff Sgt Shawn Welsmiller)
{ue lo the austere location of the fonward operating base, the personnel Download HiRes
stationed here did not have the equipment necessary to unload the pallets ownioad Hike
in a radtional manner. Equipment such as a Kioaderis Eypically usedto
mova tha palists because of ther size. Tarin Kowl, however, has only forkfifis ~ the minimum necaessary to get basic operatiens
done.
“Since they don't have the equioment lo offfead, we need [ use the alrcrafl's unique capabifities to deliver the pallels,” seid Capt
Jeremy Relch, 816th EAS C-17 pilot.
A combat offioad Is designed to mova materials info an austers location thal is either being built up, lacks the capability 1o move
cerlain patets from the alrcraf, or to offioad quickly in a combat environment
"Wo run up the engines, release the locks (on the palets) and then refease the brakes," Caplaln Relch sald. *if's Ika the magic trick
where tha tablecloth Is ripped off the table without ofsetting the dishes. Same principal — we pult the aircrafi out from under the
palals”
Hany facters had to bo considered bafore the combal ofead procedure was approved. For Inslance, Tann Kowd has & dit landing
strip without any taxtways - Fmiting the crew from altemnative solutions on dropping tha cargo.
"We only have ong chance at this," sald Capt Manny Vega, 816th EAS aircraft commander. "l we don't land with enough space to
allgw a combat offioad, then we naad lo scrub it end doif alt over again.”
Ancther consideration for the mission was weather,
"Weather has been a facler,” Caplain Vega sald. "We needed the aistrip o be diy. We couldn't have attempled this if it were
raining.”
Likewisa, the extremae tamperatures found in Afghanistan during the summer months play a part in mission planning.
"When it's kot out with high pressure altitude, the alrcrafi’s performance Is reduced,” Captan Relch s2ld. “Many faciors have to be
parfect for the mission to gel a green Eght All four lags went well and the paflets were defivered.”
Alrerews reguiarly train for combat offleads, however they are rarely used.
“We have a very imited opporlurity o do one of hese in a combat environment,” Capiain Vepa sald. "Pilols can go thefr entire
careers and nol de one cutside of the raining spectrum.”
Performing the combat ofload was a memuorabla event for the loadmasters on the team as welk.
"We're laught the baslc mechanics in tech school and then we train In aslm, butit's not scmathing | ever saw myself dolng,” sald
Serdor Airman Michael Sediak, 816th FAS C-17 loadmasier, onginally from Forl Myers, Fla.
“This is a ence-in-a-career oppertunity and | got lucky.”
The materials unloaded are part of he recentincrease in troop commitment to Afghanistan fo helpwipe out the threat of terrodsm
&nd to help rabuild the country,
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