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by Staff Sgt. Stacia Zachary
USAFCENT Combat Camera News Team

473072509 - FORWARRD OPERATING BASE GARDEZ, Afghanistan -
Stings of <fassical music stream from the doorway of a weather-beaten
buitding In the middla of the Afghan counlryside.

Housed within these whitewashed walls Is a lone #lore on base lo restock
supplias. $1aff Sgt Fric Bepan, Paklya Provincial Reconstruction Team, is
responsible for siocking the shaves, seeng to the needs of those on FOB
Gardez as well as adding a little cutture to the desolate base housed
within a niche of the Afghan mountainsids,
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LS. Alr Force Staff Sgi. Erc Began, a Vehicla
Oparator for the Paktya Pravinclal Reconstructon
Team, poses for a portrait, April 12, 2009, Forward
Qperating Base Cardez. Beganteaches himsell
how {o play the keyboard as a way to pass time
during his deploymant o Afghanistan. (U.5. Alr
Forca photo by Staff Sgt. Shawn Welsmiler)
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"There Is Eit's {0 come by kere but people donate suppgss on thelr way
out of the extra goodies from packages from home that gst matted in,”
said Sergeant Began, a Lancaster, Pa, native finlshing up hls 6-year enlistment. "Someona needs 1o be here to make sure what little
wa have [s avaladle. It's the smal comforls of home that ara stocked.”

With only a few siragglers entering the Army and Alr Force Exchange Senvice outpost, the staff sergeant has idte time on his hands.
Iatent on making the most cut of his ime, Sergeant Began has slaried leaming the piano.

“In January, | declded that F would leach mysel how 1o play s6 | ordared some beginner books and started {o leam how to read
muste,” he said. "Cnce | fell comforiable with the notes, | starled ot with easy Christmas music. Al first it fook almosk a minute to
find each key,"

After a whie the sergeant declded lo move on lo other types of musie. After hearing seme cassical music, ha decided to leam a
ba¥ad by Ludwig van Beathoven. Before fong, that becama too easy and he moved onfo the concerto version of Fur Efise.

Tt1s this melody thal can be heard most streaming from the fisting doonway altracting the eltention of he FOB wayfarers.

"t ika the split of (the music),” sald Army 1st LL Justin Roman, 549th Mititary Police Company at FOB Gardez. "It takes discipine fo
{learn the plane) and is a very preductive use of his tme. It's important ko make the most out of this tme away from home.”

A self-confmed jack-of-al-trades, Sergeant Began is on his third deployment in support of the Global War on Terror. On ali threg
deploymenis, he has baen lasked as an Ammy asset. During his first deployment o Iraq. the sergeant provided corvoy securily as a
driver andlatsr as a 50 caliber gunner for anyone who needed a gun truck when feaving the confines of the base On the second
deployment, Sergeant Beganwas stationed in Kuwail as a fine haut lruck convoy driver.

Both previous deployments deat Sergeant Began his falr shara of frustration, oftenwithout an outlet Lo refieve the stresses of
everyday fife deafing with difficult missions and different personalitias,

“On my last deployment, 1 was angry for an entire month and it ook me a while to gaf over a fot of things,” he sald. "On Whis
deployment, [ was reaching that point where | was getting angry at certain situations so when this opportunity presented itsaif for me
fo do something for me, [ took it Teaching myself how to play the plano has given me a certain calm that is helping me get through
this deployment™

One night in tha early stages of leaming the basic fundamentals of playing the piane, the pews: went out in #is building. The ivory of
the plano kays were luminous In the pale gresn glow of tha keyboard's feserve batlery. This light alfowed the sergeant to continue

playing.

“Only the shadows of the keys were visibla but thera was enough fit that | continued o play,” Sargeant Began said. *{n that moment,
afone In tha dark with the rain pouring down, | was able to forget where | was at. [t was so peaceful”

With onty a few menths I8l on his enlistment, Sergeant Began has akready set his mind on his next adventure,
“This will be my fast deployment and thaV's a goed thing,” he sald. ' have leamed ajot abott myself and what 1 want fin ifa} from my

time weanng this uniform. i'm ready lo move onto college and other pursuits. Life is short and belng (n Afghanistan) has showad me
1 need te experience averything ke throws my way.”
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