
 

June 25, 2010 
 
 “The world continues to look to America as a super power...and it remains an imperative for us to maintain a 
safe, secure, and reliable nuclear enterprise in a dynamic environment. Your Air Force takes this responsibility 
seriously, and will continue to take whatever steps are necessary to ensure we remain the world's premier nuclear 
deterrence force.”  – Secretary of the Air Force Michael Donley from his remarks at the National Defense 
University's Congressional Breakfast 
  
 

FROM AIR FORCE SENIOR LEADERS 

 

Air Force chief of staff collaborates with counterparts at CONJEFAMER 2010 
 Air Force Chief of Staff Gen. Norton Schwartz recently served as president of the 50th annual Conferencia de 
los Jefes de las Fuerzas Aereas Americanas 2010, which brought together air chiefs from 17 member countries 
and two observer air forces.  The annual gathering brings together air forces in the western hemisphere to discuss 
mutual cooperation and security throughout the Americas and to foster cooperation and friendship.  

 

 

►CURRENT ISSUES 
 

Officials choose bases for MQ-1, MQ-9 ground control stations 
 Whiteman Air Force Base, Mo., and Ellsworth AFB, S.D., have been selected as MQ-1 Predator and MQ-9 
Reaper ground control stations.  

 

 

► PERSONNEL ISSUES 

 

Accountability system proves vital during natural disasters, crises 
 The Air Force Personnel Accountability and Assessment System helps leaders take care of Airmen and their 
families affected by any natural disaster or crisis. AFPAAS aligns Air Force reporting with Department of Defense 
requirements for total force personnel accountability, including active-duty Airmen and their families, reservists, 
guardsmen, civilians and contractors overseas. To use the system, members log into https://afpaas.af.mil or call 
800-435-9941 to report individual and family member status if affected by a disaster or crisis. 

 

Voluntary separation, retirement deadlines near 
 Airmen impacted by force management who are interested in transitioning from the active-duty force should 
do so quickly before the cutoff dates later this month. For more information on force management initiatives and 
application procedures, visit the Air Force Personnel Center personnel services Web site or call the Total Force 
Service Center at 800-525-0102.  

 

Opportunities exist for active-duty Airmen to become IMA Reservists 
 Air Force Reserve Individual Mobilization Augmentee program officials are currently looking for Airmen from 
all career fields to fill worldwide taskings. Airmen who are leaving the active-duty force are encouraged to consider 
opportunities as an IMA Reservist.   
 

Line officers face revised reclassification procedures 
 Line officers eliminated from training are now being considered for reclassification into other specialties or 
discharge based on the needs of the Air Force and the individual's qualifications to train in another career field. The 
new procedures apply only to officers eliminated from initial skills training. For more information, visit the AFPC 
personnel services website or call the Total Force Service Center at 800-525-0102.  
 

Air Force outlines developmental education programs for officers 
 Officers have until Aug. 31 to apply for special developmental education programs available for the 2010-2011 
academic year.  The four programs include the Olmsted Scholarship Program, White House Fellowship Program, 
Mansfield Fellowship Program and Information Assurance Scholarship Program. More information is available at 
the AFPC personnel services Web site.  
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CIVILIAN 

 

Air Force civilians set for transition from NSPS to begin in July 
 The majority of Air Force civilians will begin to transition from the National Security Personnel System to the 
General Schedule beginning July 4 and continuing through Sept. 12. To assist civilian employees in understanding 
the GS personnel and position classification system, Web-based training modules are available. The DOD NSPS 
Transition Office Web site also contains information regarding the NSPS to GS transition 

 

FAMILY, HEALTH AND SAFETY 

 

Military parents voice education concerns to leaders 
 Top U.S. and military leaders took part in a recent roundtable discussion with parents to gain greater insight 
into the education challenges military families face, including frequent moves and multiple deployments. 
 

Gates reviews military spouse career program 
 Defense Secretary Robert M. Gates is reviewing the Military Spouse Career Advancement Accounts program, 
commonly known as MyCAA. A decision is expected soon on the best way to resume the program. 

 

Air Force takes steps against suicides 
 Air Force officials are addressing the problem with suicide prevention and total force resiliency programs as 
well as re-emphasizing the wingman culture. The suicide prevention Web site features a variety of tools and links 
to sites about dealing with suicide. 

 

 

RESOURCES 
 
AF.mil  
http://www.af.mil 
 
Airman magazine 
http://www.airmanonline.af.mil/ 
 
Air Force Community 
http://www.afcommunity.af.mil/  
 
Air Force Highlights 
http://www.afoutreach.af.mil/usafhighlights/index.asp 
 
Military OneSource 
http://www.militaryonesource.com/ 

 

Military HOMEFRONT 
http://www.militaryhomefront.dod.mil/  
 
Year of the Air Force Family 
http://www.af.mil/yoaff/index.asp 
www.MyAirForceLife.com  
 
Air Force Personnel Center 
http://gum.afpc.randolph.af.mil/  
http://www.afpc.randolph.af.mil/ 
 
Air Reserve Personnel Center 
http://www.arpc.afrc.af.mil/ 
 
Department of Defense 
http://www.defense.gov   
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Department of Defense News 
http://www.defenselink.mil  
 
TRICARE 
http://www.tricare.mil 
 
U.S. Government Web site 
http://www.firstgov.gov/ 

 

 

AIR FORCE HERITAGE TO HORIZONS 
 

This Week in Air Force History 
 

June 25, 1996 – Nineteen Air Force personnel killed in the terrorist bombing of Khobar Towers Dhahran, Saudi 
Arabia. 
 

June 26, 1948 – The Berlin Airlift began in response to Russian blockade. 
 

June 26, 1948 – Strategic Air Command’s 7th Bombardment Group received the first operational B-36 
Peacemaker heavy bomber.  With a length of 160 feet and wings spanning 230 feet, the Peacemaker was the 
world’s largest bomber with intercontinental capability.  

 

June 27, 1950 – President Harry S. Truman announced he ordered the U.S. Air Force to aid South Korea. 

 

June 27, 1958 – The 556th Strategic Missile Squadron successfully completed the first military launching of a 
Snark intercontinental cruise missile at Cape Canaveral.  

 

June 28, 1976 – Joan Olsen entered the U.S. Air Force Academy, and the academy became the first of the big 
three service academies to admit women cadets.  

 

June 29, 1949 – The U.S. Air Force became the first service to announce an end to racial segregation in its ranks.  

 

June 29, 1955 – Boeing delivered the first operational B-52 Stratofortress to the 93rd Bombardment Wing, Castle 
AFB, Calif.  
 

June 29, 1962 – A U.S. Air Force team fired the first Minuteman from an underground silo at Cape Canaveral to a 
target area 2,300 miles downrange.  This was the first Minuteman launched by a military crew. 
 

June 30, 1917 – Ruth Law became the first enlisted Army aviatrix. 
 

June 30, 1968 – The Lockheed C–5 Galaxy, the U.S. Air Force’s newest and largest aircraft, made its first flight.   
 

June 30, 1994 – The U.S. Air Forces in Europe ended its presence in Berlin, 46 years after the beginning of the 
Berlin airlift, with the inactivation of Det. 1, 435th Airlift Wing. 
 

July 1, 1968 – The first Women Air Force Service Pilots in the Air National Guard were sworn in as a result of 
passage of Public Law 90-130. It allowed the Air National Guard to enlist women. 

 
For more information on Air Force heritage, visit the Air Force Link heritage section at 
http://www.af.mil/information/heritage.    

The Defense Media Activity-San Antonio produces Commander's Call Topics weekly.  For questions or comments 
about this or any other DMA-SA product, send e-mail to afproducts@dma.mil.  To subscribe to Air Force news and 
information products online, go to www.af.mil/information/subscribe. 
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