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“As great as the Air Force is today, we should all want to leave it better than we found it and strive for further
excellence." — Secretary of the Air Force Michael Donley during a recent visit to Royal Air Force Lakenheath,
England

FROM AIR FORCE SENIOR LEADERS

Air Force undersecretary testifies about efficiencies before House committee

Air Force Undersecretary Erin C. Conaton testified before the House Armed Services Committee about
how Air Force officials are working with their Defense Department counterparts to control spending, transform
business operations and create efficiencies. Air Force officials are working hard to stretch their budget to support
operations, but not at the expense of mission readiness. "All of us put mission first. So this is about the work our
Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen and Marines are out there doing every day."

» CURRENT ISSUES

"Don't Ask, Don't Tell" survey a must to let Airmen viewpoints be known

The confidential survey will assist leadership in assessing the impacts, if any, that the repeal of "Don't Ask,
Don't Tell" might have on military readiness, military effectiveness, unit cohesion, and recruiting and retention. The
survey, consisting of 103 questions, should take no more than 30 minutes to complete. Visit the online inbox at
www.defense.gov/dadt.

» PERSONNEL ISSUES

Current, former Airmen eligible for stop loss special pay

Approximately 16,000 current and former Airmen who were involuntarily held on active duty beyond an
approved separation or retirement date as a result of stop loss are eligible for a retroactive special pay of $500 for
each month they were affected. Airmen have until Oct. 21 to apply. To file a claim, download the application at
www.afpc.randolph.af.mil/stoploss. Applicants who were serving in the Reserve or Air Guard at the time of stop
loss may apply by visiting the Air Reserve Personnel Center website at https://arpc.afrc.af.mil/vPC-GR.

Improved physical training uniform sized for both sexes

The new, improved physical training uniform, or IPTU, has seen many improvements from the current PTU
and sizing also has improved for both sexes. An effort has been made to ensure Airmen have a comfortable,
durable and well-fitting uniform. Sizing is aligned closer to commercial, off-the-shelf sizing. For questions regarding
any uniform item, visit the Air Force uniform website.

Misuse of prescription drugs could cost Airmen career, jail time

Airmen are more frequently testing positive from misuse of prescription and over-the-counter medication. To
use medication for anything other than its intended purpose or as prescribed is illegal and punishable by the
Uniformed Code of Military Justice. Airmen can also find themselves in a dilemma if they share medication. While
there is no list of banned items for the Air Force, U.S. Code Title 21 Section 812 lists the types of controlled
substances considered illegal. This list can be found on the U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration's website.

AF Academy instructor positions available

Opportunities are available for active-duty officers to apply for vacant U.S. Air Force Academy instructor
positions for the 2011-2012 academic year. Apply by Sept. 30 for positions on the faculty and in the preparatory
school and athletic department. Limited positions at the U.S. Military Academy also are available. A complete list of
eligibility requirements and application instructions are available on the AFPC personnel services website.
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GUARD AND RESERVE

Reserve board seeks nominations for in-residence schools

The annual Air Force Reserve Developmental Education Designation Board will convene at the Air Reserve
Personnel Center in November to select Reserve officers for in-residence developmental education schools for the
2011-2012 academic year. Instructions, criteria and application deadlines are located on the ARPC website.

FAMILY, HEALTH AND SAFETY

Tricare beneficiaries overseas to get transition letters

Tricare beneficiaries living outside of the United States soon will begin receiving letters updating them on the
Tricare Overseas Program Contract that begins Sept. 1. However, beneficiaries will receive the letter only if their
Defense Enrollment Eligibility Reporting System address is up-to-date. For more information about the Tricare
Overseas Program contract, beneficiaries can go to www.tricare.mil/topcontract.

August is National Immunization Awareness Month

Air Force medical officials are encouraging Airmen, their families and all beneficiaries to raise their personal
awareness of immunization health during National Immunization Awareness Month in August. Vaccines protect
people from dangerous diseases and play a key role in maintaining unit readiness by keeping servicemembers and
their families healthy.
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AIR FORCE HERITAGE TO HORIZONS
This Week in Air Force History

July 31, 1952 — Two U.S. Air Force Sikorsky H-19 helicopters completed the first trans-Atlantic helicopter flight.
They flew in five stages from Westover AFB, Mass., to Prestwick, Scotland.

Aug. 1, 1907 — The Aeronautical Division, U.S. Army Signal Corps, was established to "take charge of all matters
pertaining to military ballooning, air machines and all kindred subjects."

Aug. 1, 1956 — The Air Force Association held its first annual tribute to the outstanding Airmen of the Air Force,
which is now called Outstanding Airmen of the Year.

Aug. 1, 1971 — Jeanne M. Holm became the first female general officer in the Air Force when she was promoted to
brigadier general.

For more information on Air Force heritage, visit the Air Force Link heritage section at
http://www.af.mil/information/heritage.

The Defense Media Activity-San Antonio produces Commander's Call Topics weekly. For questions or comments
about this or any other DMA-SA product, send e-mail to afproducts@dma.mil. To subscribe to Air Force news and
information products online, go to www.af.mil/information/subscribe.
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