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In Air Power Against Terror Benjamin S. Lambeth, a prolific and accomplished military analyst, addresses a major event in recent American military history, Operation Enduring Freedom.  He states his goal in the book’s introduction: "If raw news reporting may be said to represent the first draft of history, then this study seeks to offer a contribution to the second draft, namely, a more comprehensive, systematic, and analytical effort to integrate such reporting on the Afghan war into a coherent pattern that makes sense" (page 10).  Air Power Against Terror meets this objective.


The core of the book lies in chapters three through five, which cover American operations in Afghanistan from 7 October 2001 through March 2002.  To his credit, Lambeth emphasizes the diplomatic and military difficulties of Operation Enduring Freedom.  He shows that cooperation between American air power and Northern Alliance ground forces led to the capture of Mazar-i-Sharif and Kabul, but he also makes it clear that the fall of these two cities did not bring OEF to a successful conclusion.  Lambeth relates how air strikes all but obliterated the terrorist cave complex in the Tora Bora mountains, and yet Osama bin Laden and hundreds of other al Qaeda and Taliban fugitives escaped.  The author’s treatment of Operation Anaconda is also rigorous and candid.  Devoting an entire chapter to this subject, Lambeth describes an operation that "in the end was an unqualified success" (page 219), but was flawed in its planning and execution.  One theme which emerges from his account is that the land component commander and special operations forces leadership failed to communicate their intentions and their air support needs to the air component commander fully, and early enough, in the Anaconda planning (page 228).


Lambeth never loses sight of the essential success of Operation Enduring Freedom.  He spends a whole chapter detailing its distinctive aspects and specific accomplishments.  A number of trends in high-technology weapons and techniques, which had gained momentum during the 1990s, progressed further during the operations in Afghanistan.


As important as these achievements are, the problems of Operation Enduring Freedom are equally or more important to serious students of military affairs.  Air Power Against Terror assesses the tensions that arose between the personnel of the Combined Air Operations Center and of Headquarters U.S. Central Command, the constraints that the rules of engagement put on air operations, the tendency that developed toward centralized execution, and other difficulties that punctuated Operation Enduring Freedom.  It is Lambeth’s willingness to address these problems that makes Air Power Against Terror a valuable book.
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